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Celebrating the handover of the Dolphin Creek Footpath 

Nick Madinaveitia and Alex Wardle with picture of her parents 
 

The Last 15 Years 
By Nick Madinaveitia 

 

Jo Greenfield, the new Chairman, suggested that I look back and reflect on the work 

of the Association since I became involved. Much has happened; instead of taking a 

'diary' approach, let me remind you of some of the highlights we have dealt with in 

my period of office.  
 

Before beginning I must thank all who have helped, especially the members of the 

supportive, hardworking Committee and Association members. In particular my wife, 

Catherine, for her help and forbearance over the years, as at times I have been 

completely immersed in Pond affairs. The administrative load is much heavier than 

anyone can imagine. I shall try to mention key people but inevitably with so many 

members and volunteers it might begin to resemble a telephone directory. 
 

We first came to Emsworth in 1979 when we had a family sailing cruiser on a 

swinging mooring in Little Deep. After years of sailing, we built our own house to 

retire to.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Being a chartered civil & structural engineer, members of the SMPPA started to ask 

35 Slipper Road 

Before & After 
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me for help and gradually I became more and more drawn in. The Chairman then was 

Brian Bowden soon followed by Arthur Townsend.  The Urrys, Peter Archer, the 

Denhams, Betty Smith, Colin Montague and his wife Penny, Iris Buck, the Browns 

and many stalwarts of the association were involved.  By then the current SMPPA 

had been in existence formally for some 15 years and a familiar routine had evolved – 

regular Work Days, Talks, Summer Parties as well as Annual General Meetings and 

Dinners. 
 

Initially I helped with planning issues related to local housing sites affecting the Ems 

and the Pond. We were faced with those following the inaccurate reports on the 

flooding of the River Ems. The 2000 floods caused great concern and ended with the 

SMPPA commissioning the Burgess Report to help define the Pond's position. 
 

I was asked to become Chairman in 2004 and I could see that we would be facing 

some major projects and that we needed to attract the necessary external funding. 

This led to raising the SMPPA's profile with a tourist style leaflet, a website and fresh 

signage as well as involving a significant administrative load.   
 

I like to think that I leave my role with the SMPPA thriving and occupying a mature 

position in the community reflected by the enjoyment it gives visitors and also on its 

value to both Southbourne and Emsworth. 
 

Some of the more significant projects during my Chairmanship include: 

 
Flooding 

Major Spring tide 

 

The SMPPA had been frequently accused of 

causing upstream flooding.  But under extreme 

conditions the pond is overwhelmed and at the 

mercy of exceptional tides no matter what the 

flows in the river are. 
 

In 2001 we engaged a hydraulic specialist, to 

explore the system and report on the capacity of 

the pond sluice and stream to handle flows. 

Building on his work, detailed investigations 

have confirmed that Slipper Pond has the 

capacity to cope with any water flows.....” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
North end of pond, Main Road & bus 

stop, Peter Pond and Lumley Road 

10 Mar 2008 - cd 5.5m Portsmouth 
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We were prime movers in pressuring the Environment Agency and WSCC to look at 

the problems of the river system. Together with them and concerned neighbours we 

set up the Lower River Ems Management Group. This prompted flood protection 

measures immediately upstream including protecting the Lumley Cottages.

The EA local flood warnings now include:   “...

water will be high at ….Queen Street..... W

with Lumley Road...” 

 

Tidal Gates 
 

The tidal gates are hung so that, when there 

is no load on them, they close by themselves.  

They are operated by the difference in water 

level with the upstream water pressure 

holding them shut. We have installed signs to 

warn swimmers that they will open when tide 

level is higher than the pond, and close 

silently by themselves at the turn of the tide.

 

West Bank outside repairs
 

We were uncertain about the stability of the bank so, with funding help from the 

Conservancy, engaged a specialist civil engineer to advise us. After a full 

geotechnical investigation he recommended that two sections of its foundations 

needed attention and that the remedial works would be expensive. Then we had 

detailed documentation and specifications prepared enabling us to cost out the 

scheme so we could seek funding.  
 

We approached countless organisations and the project was delayed again and again. 

Finally WSCC put us in touch with the local EU team who were looking for 

ecological schemes to fund provided the SMPPA could generate additional 

contributions.  Eventually we were able to start in January 2011 finishing some 8 

weeks later - some 8 years aft
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We were prime movers in pressuring the Environment Agency and WSCC to look at 

the problems of the river system. Together with them and concerned neighbours we 

iver Ems Management Group. This prompted flood protection 

measures immediately upstream including protecting the Lumley Cottages.

The EA local flood warnings now include:   “...For 1 hour either side of high tide 

water will be high at ….Queen Street..... Water will flow across the A259 junction 

The tidal gates are hung so that, when there 

is no load on them, they close by themselves.  

They are operated by the difference in water 

level with the upstream water pressure 

holding them shut. We have installed signs to 

warn swimmers that they will open when tide 

level is higher than the pond, and close 

silently by themselves at the turn of the tide. 

West Bank outside repairs 

We were uncertain about the stability of the bank so, with funding help from the 

Conservancy, engaged a specialist civil engineer to advise us. After a full 

geotechnical investigation he recommended that two sections of its foundations 

that the remedial works would be expensive. Then we had 

detailed documentation and specifications prepared enabling us to cost out the 

scheme so we could seek funding.   

We approached countless organisations and the project was delayed again and again. 

inally WSCC put us in touch with the local EU team who were looking for 

ecological schemes to fund provided the SMPPA could generate additional 

Eventually we were able to start in January 2011 finishing some 8 

some 8 years after inception at a cost of £75,000. 

Page 3 

We were prime movers in pressuring the Environment Agency and WSCC to look at 

the problems of the river system. Together with them and concerned neighbours we 

iver Ems Management Group. This prompted flood protection 

measures immediately upstream including protecting the Lumley Cottages. 

For 1 hour either side of high tide 

ater will flow across the A259 junction 

We were uncertain about the stability of the bank so, with funding help from the 

Conservancy, engaged a specialist civil engineer to advise us. After a full 

geotechnical investigation he recommended that two sections of its foundations 

that the remedial works would be expensive. Then we had 

detailed documentation and specifications prepared enabling us to cost out the 

We approached countless organisations and the project was delayed again and again. 

inally WSCC put us in touch with the local EU team who were looking for 

ecological schemes to fund provided the SMPPA could generate additional 

Eventually we were able to start in January 2011 finishing some 8 



SMPPA Newsletter - December 2020

Birds 
 

 

             Peter Archer and Nick Madina           

 

Greater Black Backed Gulls first nested on the central bird raft in 2012, raised two 

offspring and have now returned regularly each year to raise another brood. As prime 

predators and head of the food chai

in the gradual decline in the local bird population. At an AGM it was agree to try to 

discourage at the time with frameworks and wire but the GBBGs were persistent and 

eventually found ways past the bar
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We have resident coots and swans 

which share our pond and Peter Pond. 

Ducks, Kingfishers and Egrets are 

frequent visitors along with Little 

Grebe and countless gulls and 

cormorants. From time to time we 

have visitors such as Fieldfares.

The pond has had bird rafts for many 

years and we have regularly 

maintained them as well as having 

'adventures' with moorings dragging. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Peter Archer and Nick Madina                     Gavin Millar, Mark Phillips and Tony Wilkinson

Greater Black Backed Gulls first nested on the central bird raft in 2012, raised two 

offspring and have now returned regularly each year to raise another brood. As prime 

predators and head of the food chain they raided all the nests they could find resulting 

in the gradual decline in the local bird population. At an AGM it was agree to try to 

discourage at the time with frameworks and wire but the GBBGs were persistent and 

eventually found ways past the barricade.   

Greater Black Backed Gull feeding chicks
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In 2016 the redundant tidal gates were used to make a new North raft and launched 

with due aplomb. 
 

At the 2020 'virtual' AGM a vote was 

experience it could prove very difficult.  

 
Footbridge 
 

The footbridge parapets are a continuing cause of concern as particularly in the 

summer youngsters find them irresistible as diving platforms.  We have 

rotten and broken timbers regularly. Last year a specialist group of volunteers 

replaced the top rails. Unfortunately this has to be considered as a 'patch' repair as the 

supports are nearing the end of their useful life.

 

    David Urry, Edward Whalley and Bill Keeble                                                 Warning sign
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                                                                                                        Mark Phillips

In 2016 the redundant tidal gates were used to make a new North raft and launched 

At the 2020 'virtual' AGM a vote was taken to exclude them but in light of previous 

experience it could prove very difficult.   

The footbridge parapets are a continuing cause of concern as particularly in the 

summer youngsters find them irresistible as diving platforms.  We have 

rotten and broken timbers regularly. Last year a specialist group of volunteers 

replaced the top rails. Unfortunately this has to be considered as a 'patch' repair as the 

supports are nearing the end of their useful life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

David Urry, Edward Whalley and Bill Keeble                                                 Warning sign
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In 2016 the redundant tidal gates were used to make a new North raft and launched 

taken to exclude them but in light of previous 

The footbridge parapets are a continuing cause of concern as particularly in the 

summer youngsters find them irresistible as diving platforms.  We have replaced 

rotten and broken timbers regularly. Last year a specialist group of volunteers 

replaced the top rails. Unfortunately this has to be considered as a 'patch' repair as the 

David Urry, Edward Whalley and Bill Keeble                                                 Warning sign 
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Reeds - West Bank 
When the West Bank was rebuilt in the 

1990's unfortunately the sand bags used for 

the inside face were not seated deeply 

enough. By 2004 they were undercut by 

wave action and the already porous bank 

was leaking. We reduced the problems by 

underpinning with rapid setting concrete 

and planting reeds to absorb much of the 

disruptive wave energy. We decided that 

the locally available Sea Club

(Bolboschoenus maritimus) suited so 

established and planted a suitable framework.
 

Special thanks to both Elizabeth Hollis and David Gattrell of Peter Pond for allowing 

us to reed cut and to the volunteers who barrow 

exhausted teams.  It is amazing that they have been in position for over 15 years and 

are so effective that they are taken for granted and everyone see it as a natural reed 

fringe.  

 

East Bank Reeds 
The original track along the beach was reclaimed 

to make Slipper Road in the 1960s & 70s and it 

was planted with specimen shrubs and trees, some 

of which survive to this day. T

(Phragmytes Australis) were brought to provide 

shelter for wild life and birds

that summer has arrived when one hears the trill of 

the nesting reed warblers.  
 

Whilst we all appreciate this they have seriously taken hold and are proving difficult 
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was leaking. We reduced the problems by 

underpinning with rapid setting concrete 

and planting reeds to absorb much of the 

disruptive wave energy. We decided that 

e locally available Sea Club-rush 

(Bolboschoenus maritimus) suited so 

d planted a suitable framework. 

Special thanks to both Elizabeth Hollis and David Gattrell of Peter Pond for allowing 

the volunteers who barrow across the main road by thoroughly 

It is amazing that they have been in position for over 15 years and 

are so effective that they are taken for granted and everyone see it as a natural reed 

ong the beach was reclaimed 

to make Slipper Road in the 1960s & 70s and it 

was planted with specimen shrubs and trees, some 

of which survive to this day. The tall flanking reeds 

(Phragmytes Australis) were brought to provide 

shelter for wild life and birds.  Everyone knows 

that summer has arrived when one hears the trill of 

Whilst we all appreciate this they have seriously taken hold and are proving difficult 

to control.  

Weed control matting on the 

outside face has proved 

reasonably successful as they 

limited by the depth of water. 

Cutting worked to a point but 

gradually their spread 

obliteration natural vegetation.  

We engaged a specialist to 

apply herbicide to control 

them but had to recall 

experts for follow up 

spraying. We were 

recommended to try more 

frequent cutting so they 
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were trimmed in the summer of 2020 hopefully setting the precedence of 'meadow 

management' which ties in with the Planting Sub

2018 looking to replace the old and t

specimens.  

 

Slipper Road Kerb 
 

Over the years this became unclear and by 2016 action needed to be taken. 

A band of volunteers defined the edge of the road with weathered second hand 

tropical hardwood railway sleepers, backfilled levelled and reinforced the bank face 

with earth-filled open weave bags which quickly greened over.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Outstanding Problems
 

In addition to the developing the landscape review the major issues facing us are 

rebuilding the undercut sluice outfall, the issues arising climate change and the 

predicted rise in seal level not to mention developing a 'war chest' for the unexpected.

 

Summary 
 

I have had a most rewarding 15 years of being Chairman, having ensured that

pond and banks are in reasonable repair apart from the on

apron.   
 

Upstream problems have been understood by everyone and remedial action initiated.  

The Environment Agency and the Lower Ems River Management Group are

heavily involved with the associated issues.
 

We have upgraded our Charity Commission registration and are now a 'Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation' giving us more flexibility in our business affairs and 

providing our trustees/committee members wit
December 2020  
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Outstanding Problems 

In addition to the developing the landscape review the major issues facing us are 

rebuilding the undercut sluice outfall, the issues arising climate change and the 

predicted rise in seal level not to mention developing a 'war chest' for the unexpected.

I have had a most rewarding 15 years of being Chairman, having ensured that

pond and banks are in reasonable repair apart from the on-going problem of the sluice 

Upstream problems have been understood by everyone and remedial action initiated.  

The Environment Agency and the Lower Ems River Management Group are

heavily involved with the associated issues. 

We have upgraded our Charity Commission registration and are now a 'Charitable 

Incorporated Organisation' giving us more flexibility in our business affairs and 

providing our trustees/committee members with much more limited liability. 
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The Owners have agreed to donate the pond to the Association making future legal 

affairs and paperwork that much easier, and the Wardle family has donated land 

alongside Dolphin Creek to us

ecological space while providing a useful income stream from the associated mooring 

access lease. 
 

I have managed to bring some order into archives and photos I 'inherited' and we now 

have ordered records going back to the 1960s. Many n

arose from this work such as finding the correspondence about the lowering of the 

impounding level in 1977. That explains why the pond seems shallow and still makes 

people think that the pond is rapidly silting up!
 

To keep our members up to date and particularly if you want more detail on any issue 

please have a look at the Newsletters on the SMPPA Website or please do ask.
 

I must thank all the Committee Members and volunteers who have helped and 

particularly mention all the h

The camaraderie of the work parties and banter at functions like the Annual Dinner 

sums it all up. 
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ecological space while providing a useful income stream from the associated mooring 

I have managed to bring some order into archives and photos I 'inherited' and we now 

have ordered records going back to the 1960s. Many nuggets of useful information 
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impounding level in 1977. That explains why the pond seems shallow and still makes 

people think that the pond is rapidly silting up! 
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Nick Madinaveitia
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