
Slipper Mill Pond Preservation Association
Registered Charity: 277744

www.smppa.org.uk

Newsletter — September 2015

                           Reed Warbler

Contents

Introduction..................................3
 Wildlife report..............................4

Fishing.......................................4
Phragmites australis..................5

Infrastructure................................5
General......................................5
Lower Ems River Management 
Group........................................5
Silting........................................6

Dolphin Quay...............................6
Summer Party...............................6
Annual Dinner..............................7
Work Parties..................................7
Kayaks..........................................7
Dates for your Diary ....................8
Contacts:.......................................8
Publications..................................8

SMPPA Newsletter – September 2015 Page 1

http://www.smppa.org.uk/


SMPPA Newsletter – September 2015 Page 2



Introduction

Another year is flying by and our English summer is washing away. Our 
Annual General Meeting is next on the horizon when we need to discuss 
that perennial – the Greater Black Backed Gulls!

I must thank the Committee for their sterling support with arranging 
Workparties, Social Events and helping.  I mention particularly Sarah 
Titley for her work in running the Photographic Competition. The Titleys 
have moved out of the area – we will miss her. Bill Keeble and Mark 
Phillips have volunteered to take it forward.

It is with sadness I have to report the passing away of Barbara Hailstone, 
a very long term supporter of the SMPPA and Arthur Townsend, our 
chairman for many years.

Nick Madinaveitia

Past Chairman Arthur Townsend inspecting the sluice – 2002
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 Wildlife   report
The picture of the Reed Warbler on our front page is a reminder of the hot 
days in June and July when their trill echoed along Slipper Road.  What a 
splendid sound.

The Greater Black Backed Gulls (GBBG) have nested and raised two 
chicks on the large raft which unfortunately fell into the water and 
drowned.  The adults were 'in residence' most of the summer and have now
left – probably on a temporary basis.

We need to discuss at the AGM if we should renew the protective wiring to
discourage their return.

Fishing

We have had several enquiries this year about whether fishing in the pond 
is allowed – and have replied that it is tolerated but not allowed!

Our lease requires, amongst other things, “To erect and maintain Notice 
Boards prohibiting bathing fishing and boating of any kind in any part of 
the Mill Pond and to use due diligence in enforcing such 
prohibitions........”.  

Access to a river, stream, lake or any other water body, one does not 
automatically allow the right to fish in it. The owner of the land adjoining 
a natural river or stream owns the exclusive fishing rights (called, Riparian
Rights) up to the middle of the water. They are subject to the general laws 
protecting close seasons for fish (Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act 
1975 etc).  In the sea the public has rights to fish below the mean high 
water mark either from the bank assuming there is public access or by 
boat.

Over the years we have had problems with generations of youths 
swimming in our pond.  On many occasions they have become unruly, 
upsetting local residents and involving the constabulary.  We eventually 
discovered that the presence of men fishing has a much more deterrent 
effect so the ”No fishing” rule is not enforced especially in light of the 
complications of the legal position. 
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Phragmites australis
Common Reed, officially known as
Phragmites australis, is a very
sculptural and attractive plant but
unfortuntely it is also very
invasive. 
After exploring the alternatives we
sought professional help and two
years ago Waterland Management
Ltd sprayed them with a specialist
herbicide with English Nature and
the Environment Agency's
Approval. The reed growth was
halted but, as feared at the time, has started to re-emerge in places.
We are in the process of refreshing the Approvals and hope to carry out the
spraying this month.

Infrastructure

General

The pond and its banks continue to be in good condition apart from the 
sluice and its apron. Their repair and a possible weir are part of the 
ongoing discussions with the Environment Agency (EA) and West Sussex 
County Council.

Lower Ems River Management Group

The group has been meeting regularly and is waiting for the Environment 
Agency's consultants to release their Lower Ems Appraisal Report. 
Various elements are under way in advance of its release.

• Lower Lumley Road
The bank along Peter Pond fronting Lumley Road is now virtually  
complete. The pond was drained at the beginning of September for a 
day to help them resolve some technical issues.

• Lumley Cottages Phase 2
The Planning Application is out for consultation at present and it is 
hoped to start works late in October.
In the mean time the sluice at Constant Spring has been closed 
diverting all the flow along the Main River to avoid more erosion to 
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the bank and bridges at Rose Cottage.
• Lumley Cottages Phase 3

The design and detail of the bank to the rear is still awaiting the 
outcome of the River Ems Appraisal Report as well as a detailed 
ecological impact review.

• Gooseberry Cottage Area
Preparatory works for improving the protecting bank have been 
carried out.
The EA are scheduled to strengthen its bank and also modify the 
discharge structure close to the A259 to increase its capacity to drain 
the South Meadow.

Silting

Whilst there is no immediate visual change it is inevitable that the pond 
will be slowly silting up both with material from the Ems and the harbour. 
In the past the pond has been drained from time to time in the Autumn and 
Winter and kept full in the breeding season. However this practice has 
given rise to the misconception that flooding upstream in Lumley  is 
caused directly by the management of the pond. The practice of draining 
the Town Pond to mitigate upstream flooding when  rain has been forecast 
has encouraged the notion that Slipper Pond behaves the same way.  We 
have always insisted that this is not the case and with the studies done by 
the LERMG this has been formally accepted.

We hope to drain the pond more frequently this winter aiming to use spring
tides and rainfall to try to flush silt away.

Dolphin Quay
We have not heard about any further about its development.

Summer Party
Thanks to the generous hospitality of Jan and David Urry, our annual 
Summer Party in the garden of Sailaway in Slipper Road was held on 
Sunday 19th July in glorious sunshine.  This party is always weather 
dependant and often causes last minute anxiety but this year all was well, 
many people attended bringing with them delicious food and plenty to 
drink and a good time was had by all. 
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Annual Dinner
The Annual Dinner will be held at the Brookfield Hotel, Havant Road, 
Emsworth, on Friday 20th November 2015. Tickets are £23 each and will 
be available from Betty Smith who would be grateful if you would bring 
any contributions for the Dinner raffle to the Annual General Meeting.

Work Parties
Autumn work patries to cut  the grass, trim the bushes and tidy up are 
scheduled for October. 10Th & 24th and November 7th

Kayaks
Sharon Corbett reports:

I wonder whether any other Slipper Mill Pond watchers witnessed 
the rather unusual sight of kayaking on the pond in July. Those who 
did will have been entertained by the somewhat unorthodox mode of 
entry into the water.  Having arrived by paddling up Dolphin Creek 
towards the pub, the three kayakers got out of the water and stood on
the path for some moments considering their next move.  Their 
leader then positioned his kayak across the path and, when seated, 
proceeded to wriggle about to encourage the kayak to slide into the 
pond.  Imagine his surprise when, instead of gliding gracefully into 
the water, the point nose-dived into the mud and he was left 
suspended in the gap between the pond and the path.  He soon 
realised that his only option was a rather undignified step out of the 
kayak into the mud.  Having learnt a lesson, the other two chose a 
more elegant mode of entry and lowered their kayaks into the pond 
before stepping into the water and then the kayak.  Once they were 
all safely in they paddled towards the raft watched closely by one of 
the greater black backed gulls, which was so bemused that it took off 
and flew away. 
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Dates for your Diary   
10th October. 
24th October 
7th November 

Saturday
Saturday
Saturday

Autumn Work Parties

23rd October Friday Annual General Meeting, Hewitts, South 
Street, Emsworth (was the old Day Centre)

20th  November Friday Annual Dinner, Brookfield Hotel.

Contacts:
General: Nick Madinaveitia 01243 377749

Treasurer: Mark Phillips 01243 376756

Membership & Social Events Betty Smith 01243 371576

Wildlife: The Downland Surgery 01243 377141

RSPCA 01239 667541

Environment Agency Pollution

Flood line

0845 9881188

0800 807060

Publications
All on sale to support the Association.

Please contact Betty Smith if you wish to purchase the Bird Book, Notelets
or Cards
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